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Report of J .N.Arthurs, SUperintendent of Lights, on the last 
known movements of the c.a.s~ LAMBTON, and of the ~ earch fo:t her. 
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rrqe LAMBTON lff~ S f:ult,~~;e~. !Jar.le at. about 10.30 in the 
morning of Tuesday, ·Apr~l 18th. ~n ·company 1n th the steamers· 
GLE_llFINNAN and .GLENVIVET, knovin i n.s · the Playfair' ;boats, of :Midland. 
The LAMBTON ·was proceeding to place the keo~r and assistant_ of the 
combinect light and fog alarm ·at Parisian island, 20 miles c.bove the 
Soo.', the keeper with his assisi;ant at Caribou island, 90 miles above 
the ' Soo., or 56 mile·s above Vlniiefish point, and the ke eper at 
Llichipic9te_n Harbour~ appz-oximately 120 miles !rom the Soo. 

' '·).' 

On April 18th'. according · t 'o ; reports, heavy gales w-ere sweejling 
the Up;Jer lakes ' from' the northweat, i.vith SUO\'/ 'in' some localities. 
The c;.a_.s. GRENVILLE was held in Parry Sound on this date by heavy 
\"'eather. ~is he!l-VY weather, accordinr; to press reports, packed the 

· i'ce· back into Whitefish bay and locality v;hich had been fairl:,· clear 
of ice. .I 

On April 19th. a very severe ~lind storm, accom:l anied by sno1v, 
suddenly broke locally about 8.30 ·p.r:1. from the northwest. Knowing 
that . the LA.UBTON had left the Soo 'on the 18th.: some concern was felt 
as to her whereabouts. On the 21st. the Agent wired JJr.J.W.LeBreton 

-t,.;,-t Superi,nt~ndihlt Engineer, Sault Ste. Muxio Cannl, · Snult Ste. t!~rie, 
ask in& him to enquire ~d . report any word o! the LN.IBTON. Ho also 
aaked tho wirole sa ' operator at tho Soo for ne;1s of the LA!~DTO!I, wh o 
ropliod on th#J 22rid. a.a ·follows, · -

. • · QLENFINN~ 'reports "s 'ightocl LA!JBTON 2 p.m. '•19th. 40: Ii1ileil 
out from WhitetiS~l'·point '' h~ading !or ·Caribou,stop. Trying obtai·n 
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infortnat,iO~ from : do.wnbound boats, Vlill advi::ie later". r--
This message . wa.s acknowl~dged at once with tho re'qucst that tho 
enqui,ries be continued. 

·On, the 22n~. ·a wireless report -was received as follclv1s·, · -

" GtEilFIIDIAU advised Caribou island light not burning, have 
notified canal and b~roadcasting sane. " {Signed, OPerator.) 

. · A further report advised that the GLENF'INNAN passed Caribou island on 
the night of the' 21st. westbound. 

On April 22nd. tho Agent Mked by wire one Allan fJcKechnie 
o! !Jichipicoten Iia.rbour to ma.ko enquiries from Gaz:eantua to Quobec 
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'Harbour for the LAUDTON and to report • 

. ~· ,~ ~ : "r; ~ : . Jt t ~ 1
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On the same date Hr. J.W.LeBreton Ros~, Soo Canal, advised "No 'word 
of LAHBTON". 

At 2.p.m. Sunday, April 23rd. the following Radio report 
was received from Sault Ste. Marie. 

a To the A,ent, Marine, Parry Sound," 

" Radio soo reports, - " Ste amer VALCARTIER reports as fullows,
!! Has not seen LAUBTON, stop. Six-thirty a.m. April 20th. about 25 
miles south east end Michipicoten island and 15 Diles east Caribou 
saw what looked like top of small pilot house painted 1vhi te, triiDI:1ed 
with bright red, also piece of grained woodwork six feet by two, and 
another piece of white woodwork ten feet by four feet, stop. Davieaux 
lit but not Caribou. " 

I had been away placing tempor;.u-y keepers at Griffith island, 
Richards Landing and Shoal island lightsta.tions·, and attending to other 
matters, returning at 2.a..m. Sunday, the 23rd. and the first I learned 
of the conce~/or the safety of the LNmTON was about 3 .p.m. Sunday 
when Kt-·a·· ·G.W.J'ohnston, Inspector of FoG Alaros, hearing th a t I was home , 
brought a copy of the above telegram to me •. In the meantime, hlr.Airey, 
not knowing that I was home, and the Agent out for the time being I sent 
a. CO?Y of the above telegram to the oe ::m ty Uinister for the Agont, and 
asked for instructions re search. The telegram in question was sent at 
2.15 p.m. 

'· ~moat immediately I tried to get Mr.Macphail, Commissioner of 
lights, or Mr. Hawken, Assbtant Deputy Minister, by telephone and 
tried continuously but without success. About G p.m. I could stand the 
suspense no longer and telephoned Mr. Thomas Ross, who do es the work 
in connection with the buoy service at Sault Ste. Ma rie, ;:md whom I 
knew to be reliable and well acquainted with sh ippinc;, t o male e tho best 
arra.n~ements possible for a suitable tug to ~;o and search for the LABBTON 
at once. I asked Ur. Ross to havo all p.:trticulars i n thi s rer;ard ready 
for me in an · hour \Vhen I would telephone him nr;nin, thin l: inr.; that in 
the meantime I would get Mr.Macphail or Mr.Ilav;ken by ph one. I tried !or 
over the hour and then telephoned Hr. noss who advis ed me that the only 
suitable tug available for the work re quired 1•1as the a. R.GRAY,ownod by 
the Lake Superior Paper company. Mr. no:; s tol d me t hat th e tug GRAY 
was not quite fitted out and would not be ready until MOn1l ay mornlnc. 
I told him to hold the tug, it she could not leave bc!oro mo rn i nc , un t il 
noon when Mr. Johnston would arrive to go tvith tho 'tug. Questioned a s 
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to the cost of the tug Mr. Ross said th at he could no t find the proper 
authority to ascertain this. Later I tried to telephone the ovmers of the f 
tug but was advised that they were out of town. I 

I advised Mr. Johnston to leave a·~ once to j oin Lhc tuG an1l 

his instructions were as per my memorandum to him of th e 23rd. ia.st~ ult., 
copy of \vhich was forwarded to the depart raent by tho Ac cnt. 

At about lO.p.m. the Agent, throur;h the Deputy Hini s ter, got in 
touch with l!r.Ua.cphail by telephone, and it was decided that I should co 
to Sault Ste. Marie for the purpose of making the best possible arrange
ments for the tug, Mr. Johnston to go on the tug, and if necessary to 
remain at Caribou island to put that st~tion into operation. 

Ur. johnston and I arrived at Sault Ste. Marie at ono p.m. on 
Monday the 24th. The tuc was not re udy until 3.15 p.m. As it wus 
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necessary for Mr. Johnston to have an assistant if he remained at 
Caribou island we went immediately to the o.w.v.A. to look for men. 
~ere were several applicants and we took the two 1ve thoucht best qualified 
namely,- J.S.Hoskin and J.D.McKinnon. I took tr;o men because I must admit 
I had very grave fears for the LAIJBTON, and provided for the temporary 
keepership of Caribou island li~htstation 1 it beinc my intention to leave 
Mr. Johnston with the two men until they \': ere fully act1uainted ~vi th their 
dutios, and to place the best qualified in charco. It was necessary to 
provide lo~d and supplies !or these men. 

We left Sault Ste. Marie at 6. 50 p.m. Monday the 24th. on the 
tu~; GRAY. We met three boats in the Canadian lock, only one of them which 
we took to be the GLENLIVET, mentioned in the 1st. paragraph of this re r)ort, 
had seen the LAMBTON. Her captain reported that at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 19th. 35 miles north o! Vlhi tetish point he had sigh ted her making 
good progress. IIc said nothing about her steering ~ear beinc out of order 
as reported below. 

Below is a summary of all the reports I heard of tho LAl.lBTON, after 
careful enquiry, up to the time I left the Sao on the tug GRAY on ~1e 
evening o! the 24th. 

1. She left Sault Ste. Uarie a t 10.30 a.o. 'J.'ues duy , April 11Ji..l-t . 
in company with two Playfair boats,- tho GLENFINl!AN and GLENLIVET. 
Reported heavy gales sweeping upper lakes on this dat e . 

2. Heavy ice was encountered by the three boats until v:ell past 
Parisian island. 

s. Heavy storm on April 19th. caused some anxiety. Persis tent 
leneral enquiry for word of LAMB TON 20th. and 21st. April ~lith no result 

"'·· 

until e.venini of 21st. ,. :. 

4. Evening Ap~il 2l:Jt. Radio wessa ~; o receiv e d , - 11 Ste amer 
GLENFINNAN reports sighted LJ\UBTON, 2 p. m. 19th. 10 l'- ! les out from 
Whitefish point heading for Caribou, stop. Trying obta i n information from 
downbound boats, will advise later, signed 1\n.dlo Oper ~.tor, Soo. " 

5.(a.ml April 22nd. Radio from Soo us follows, 
• GLJmFINNAN advised C.:Lribou inlnnd lich t n o L burning, stop. 

Have notified canal. and broa dcantinr; s n::J e, sir;nod Had :. o. 11 A s ocond 

'._ 

mo:Jsar;e advised that the GLEI!FH!NAJT pas::od Caribou ni 1;:1t uf 21st. wcs tu ou nd. · 

(Please note the GLENE'IIDI.II.N was r:Jentionod wi t il tho Gr.Ji:NI,IVET 1n 
the first paragraph of this report.) 

G. Sunday,AprU 23rd, 2.p.m. l..l0 ssage from P.a dio,Soo, as fol lows,-

n Steamer VALC.I\.RTIERreports as follo~1 s, - 11 Has not seen 
LM.mTON, stop. Six-thirty a.m. April 20th. about 2G mi1os ::;outh c ast end 
JJichipicoten island and 15 miles east C;J.ribou sar1 w-h at lo uked like to!> 
of small pilot house painted white, trimmed with brich t rod, also picco 
of grained woodwork six feet by two, and another piooc of white woodwork 
ten feet by four feet, stop. Davieaux lit but not Caribou." 

(This wreckage described as above, v1ith litUe doubt identified it as 
belong to the LAHBTON and a copy of the message was sent to the Department 
\7ith a request for instructions re search). 

7. l.a.m. 24th. Message received from Capt a in ::J.G.Scacel, Sub-
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•Agent, Fort Williax.J, dated 23rd. as follo 1.,s, -

" Steamer GLENLIVET reports seeing LJ\J.IBTON o.bout 40 miles 
~bove Whitefish point on the 19 t h. 11ith stecrine cec..r dis.:J.bled and 

• steering with cablcs,stop. SteUIDe r \'JESTi:lOUIJT ro;ort ;; no licht 
Caribou 21st. Port Arthur ,.,ireless st:1tion e nde:J.vouri~ to re a ch 
vessels for ne\7S of LAl!BTON and Ca ribou lic;ht. (Se d ) s.G.Scagcl. " 

(Ple:J.se notediffcrent refer ences to ste a.":Jers GLENFINNAN anti GLEllLIVET 
in th!s report as above and as hereafter.) 

8. Bonday 24th. J.W.LeBre·ton Ros:;, Sault flto. B:1rie, :1dvisod 
Co.ribou li~ht not burn i n~, LAHB'l'ON la::;t seen by ::;tc ~ucr OSLER on 
18th. 40 miles off \'/hitcfish. 

(Please note this n1esso.cc st;:vtcs O[:LF.R ::;ieh ted LJIJ.!B'l'ON 13 th. 
According to other reports it 1'/ould o.ppeo.r tho:L 19th . wo.s 
meant. Hr.Ross told me at tho Soo that tho capt :1in of the 
OSLER stated that the height of the gale hit him two hour sa 
a!ter sighting LABBTON.) 

9. Monday 24th. Report received that t.l.e LAUBTOH was not 
at Michipicoten Harbour. 

10. Monday 24th. Storuner SARNIAN reported Davio o.ux islo.nd 
light burninC nicht Of 22nd. and no lit;ht at C~:.ribou. 1JCs :;aG O ::;icnod 
by S.G.Scagel 1 Fort William. 

( The Do.vioaux island light VIas put into ope ration on the 
18th., the Uichipicoten isl(l.nd, east end li t:: ht, on April 20th. 
and the Ga.rgantua light on April 20th.) 

ll. Monday. I was a1lvised at the Canal Office, Soo, that the 
steamer WES'.mOUNT upbound reported seein~: tho LA1.lB'l'ON ~l.bout 40 oiles 
above Whitefish point, an d that t h e sto%1D sot in n.lmos t imu edi a tely, 
rlith snow shutting out the vision, and that she di tl n ot see the LA:JB TON 
again. 

12. I will refer now to the rc ~ art made b ~· th o s t eamer 
MIDLAlrD PRINCE, as per clipping attached from tho ::aul t ])(li ly St:J.r of 
Monday, April 24th., claiming that t ho sto.:u11or MIDL!\ND PIU NCE wont up 
the lake on Tuesday the 18th. :::.nd on Wednesday abou t noon, when the 
storm came up, lost :brack of tho L/\UBTON while fi G!t tint: it s own battle 
against the wind, adding tho.t the ga lo changed fro so u t h c :tst to 
northeast and turned int o ono of tho ·.~ or :J t ~ t on~ s ~ ' llJ u f!.i cc r:; J,,tJ o vt:~ · 

seen, \Vhon it abated the LAMBTON, t he y sa5d, wa s t: ·. · L i n :J.i ::;h t. 

Just here I Vlant to put in :1 n :1 ccou nt of adv icc J.lr. ~ to :>. 

Ross told me he received verbally from Capt ::t.in Tay l or of the GLENFIHNAN 
at the Soc on her down trip on or about the 25th . a s ! allows, -

T11:1t after lo o.ving tho Soo on the l8 V1 . tho L.IWB'l'ON , 
GLENLIVET and GLF.NFINI!MT strucgled again:;t the leo toceth cr, the 
ice extending until well past Parisian island. Th :r~ du ring the 
struggle the GLENFINNAN got stalled and that the LAMBTON came to her 
as sistanco and broke her out. Durinc this manoeuvre t here \'l:ls :1 
sli~:h t collision between the LAl!llTON and tho GLENFIN1fAN, the LAl:IDTON 
hitting the GLENFINUAN o.bout the qu.:u-tcr but that no damage \'las done to 
either boat. Shortly after this the three boats cleared the ico and 
proceeded up the lake tot;other, thi:> v1as on , tho 19th. Th:1t before 
the LAMBTON left the ice she broke her stcorin~ goar which it was stated ' 
was not the result of tho collision. ~1e LMJBTON, it was stated • 
proceeded, steering by one inch lines to tho quadrant, not using tackle. · 
Further, th,e three boats proceeded together until 35 miles past 
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~itefish point, reaching this point about 2.p.m. Here ti1e Glen bo ats 
which had been ordered to stay together on n.ccount of one of them having 

' a bent steering post, turned back for rn1itcfi~h point on account of 
threatening weather. The LN.IBTON, the statement was n adc, went on and 
the t1vo Glen boats just cot back under tThitefis:1 point ten minutes before 
the storm broke. Hr. Ross said that the statement was made furth er 
that at the time the two boat z decided to turn back t h ere 17a :; no sea, 
no wind and the r;lass 1vas fair, and th a t under those conditions the 
captains of the two boats felt rather foolish turnine · back . 

(Please note Para.craph No .12, MIDLAND PRINCE'S rerJort th a t storm 
came up about noon; GLF:l!FIHNAN'S roport, paro.c;ro.ph 5, :md 
GLElTLIVET' 8 report parar;raph 'l., also pleo.se seo a ttacho ll 
clipping of report from Sault Daily Star, Tuo:Jdo.y,April 25th., 
which in part is relative to this ~aracraph o f rJY re port, and 
also please note clipping do.ted Sault Ste. Ma rie, April 19th. 

· , 
' . 

re steamer YORKTON reported ashore 19th. April at Whitefish point.) 

14. Here I will give the weather data I received while on lake 
Superior aboard tho tug G.R.GRAY. 

At noon, Thursday the ~th. the American patrol bo a t COOK 
met the tug GRAY at Caribou island and her commander, Capt. Trudell, 
read to me from his log as follows, -

" Wednesday,April 19th. Storm struci Grand Marais, Hich., 
at l.p.m. increasing with snow to gale force by 2.p. r:J ., reach i ng a 
veloci.ty of 60 miles per hour at Whitefish point by 6 p.m. moderating 

about 10 p.m. " 
On the morning of Wednesday April 19th. he stated it was 

fairly calm but threatening with rain and a. southerly wind, and that 
the storm came from the north varying north east. 

Thursday, 20th. a.m. fresh from the no r·th moderating to 
little wind at night. 

• 
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'· 
Friday,21st, light northwest v1ind a.m. , li r;ht southerly, p.m. t ·' 

Saturday, 22nd., and Sunday , 23rd., ab tJ ut t.h e :Jamo as 
Friday, p.m. 

15. Charles Carl:JOn, a fiuhorrnan at Coppo n ,inc po:i nt, a d. vi,;ed 
that on Wednesday the 19th.April it blow hard fro1n Lho n u r t.I JO ;L:It w.i Lh 

sno1v in that locality from 10.30 a.m., the storw il •crea:Jiut> a.ll duy; 
that during the afternoon he had to lay in Batchawana bay with his 
small boat; that from April lst. there had been no ice on the north 
shore nor so far as could be seen, above the Sandy islands. 

16. Charles Miron, lightkeeper, Gargantua, read from hi s diary 
as follows, He left Agawa bay 20 miles east of Garcantua. at 10 a .m. 

' ... : 

f' 
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on Wednesday, April 19th. in his 16ft. boat •Nith an overbo .::. rd rJo ·tor 
engine. He stated that it was snowing and blewing hard then fro m the 
northeast, the wind increasing to gale force durin ~ tho afternoon. 
Ho arrived at his station about G.p.rn. _/ 

20th. Frcah wind from t11c north,we a t hcr cl ear, p. m. Northwe:~t. 

21st. a.m. we s t., p.m • .!Iouth, light winds. 
22nd. a.m. southwest, p.m. we.!lt, light. 
23rd. a.m. soutl11vest and p.m., light. 
24th. South and Southwest. 

He said there was no ice in sight off tho north shore. 



17. 
April, 19th. 

Mr. Oates, Michi:1icoten Harbour stated th o. t on Wednesday, 
it ble\'1 hard all day from the nortlll7est and sno.ved a foot 

the wind moderating during the evening. 
in sight for ovor ton days. 

- - , 
He said there had been no ice 

18. Mr. Johnston, Foe: Alann Inspector, was :tt Thunder cape on 
the 19th. April, and advised that it blo1v from thennortheast • 

. 19. Please note report from steamer FRANZ as per clipping from 
the Sault Star of Thursday, APril 27th. attached, to effect that she 
had noticed disabled steering gear of LAMBTON l'lhile a number of vessels 
were together in the ice below Whitefish point. 

20. The wreckage reported sighted by the GRANT MORDEN, as per 
clipping from the Sault Star of April 28th. attached, is believed to 
be the wreckage picked up by tho Alllorican patrol bo:L"I; COOK. I rcccivod 
a wireless on the GnAY that tho QHAHT MOnDEN had zir:~ttet.l wrocko.ce off 
Crisp point, and another almost at the same timo th <t t the COOK waa goinc 
to get the wreckage and take it to the Soo, Michi~an. f>ho got the 
wreckage but could not get through tho ice below Parisian i::;l and, so 
returned with the wreckMe to Whitefish point, and :.;ent tJ1e following 
description, which without doubt describes part of the construction of 
the LAtlBTON, 

Description, - " Largo piece cabin, white 1·.rood, with bra ss 
bracket lamp, trade mark, H.L.Piper Cp., Mo ntro::U., nickel plated 
match box underneath lamp,"trade mark figure 4, scy~~e inscribed 
over it". Window !ramo single glass colour brown, colour cove, 
red by shutter, brown coloured door, upper half glass, brass lock 
knob inside, ring outside, pu.in'ted dark bro wn. 

21. It might be noted as per clipping from the Sault Ste.M Urie 
News of Friday,April 28th., the stat~ment is made t ha t it was kno1-m that 
the L/lt!BTON was last seen by the stemner GLENLIVET near Caribou islan1 on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

As to ice flows, so far :J.s I could le 2-rn t here was no ice 
above WHitefish at tho farthest, and I bcliovo that the ico did not 
extend far past Parisian island. The high \'JOstorly .iinds of April 17th. 
and 18th. had blo1vn the ice down the lake into t'lhii.c fi::!ll bay, 1vhich u 
day or two proviou sly vms fairly clo ::t r of i co. I ~·oatl a report of this 
condition in a Toronto papor dated, I believe, tho Hlb. fq, ril, I 
cannot :;ocure a copy of tho paper lo c:u ly. I neve.•:· ht ·arJ thu :.11 1Cr: c sti. un 
mo.do by the Bo.ult News ro tho LJ\1.1:l'.r()!l r: ct iin<; C < LU(; ~: :. tz , L!tc i.co fl< ' 88 

made by any of the number of Barino trlon Ita.lkod to in ;; :,ulL :;Le.M;u·ju 

and elsewhere. 

22. From careful enquiries I believe that the icc conditions 
when the LAMBTON want up on April 18th. wore about the same as w~1en the 
GRAY wont up on April 24th., and I am enclosing he r·ewi t.h a nkotch 
showing the ice area., as I :Jal'l it, t o me the best ,·,f my knot·tlcdco. 
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'SEAR<lt IVITH TOG G,R,GRAY. 

We left Sault Ste. Marie at 6.50 p,m, Monday, April 24th. 
I 

There was heavy !loating ice from the time wo left the lock until 
we reached Point au Pins. Just above this point at about 9 .p,m. we 
encountered a large field of ice that had evidently never been broken, 
and through which the tug could not break, so we were forced to drop 
back to anchorage and to wait for some bick boat to pass \mich we 
could tollo\v tr rough ';he ice. 

About ll) a.,m. on A:1 ril 25tlt . 0 . frci c;h ter pa.:; sod up · :.m d \'Je 
followed her,rrom Point aux I~ins tu p; ,risiatl i sla.nd the ice \'ra.s very 
heavy, at times brin~ing tho freighter to a stop, and the tu ~ captain 
had to watch his distance from the freighter closely lest tho icc 
pack in between the two boats and stall him. 

We passed Parisian island at around 6 p,m, rt was hazy to the 
extent that we could barely see the island, and that the !og horn 
could be expected but the horn was not sounding. It was then realized 
that probably Mr.John Douglas, keeper of the Parisian island station, 
with his assistant \"las on the LAMBTON. 

The ice in tho imoodia.to vicinity of Parisi :tn island 1ns not 
so heavy as further dovm but still to o heavy for tho GWI.Y to attempt 
a landing, so I instructed the Captain to run to Whitefish point whore 
we arrived at 8,30 p,m. 

At Whitefish point I got in touch with the wireless operators 
seeing them personally. They told me that Parisian island light had 
not been seen so far this year, nor had they seen any sign of the 
L.AJJBTON. They ~aid that ice conditions for the past week in that 
locality had been abo~t the same as they were then. 

On the evening of APril 25th. I in~tructod the wir~ less 

station at Sault Ste. Ma.rio to b11oadc:1:Jt a clvi:;lnt; ::;hirlping not to expect 
Parisian island lir,ht or horn. I sent the r;JJ !IO advico to Lho ~oo cu.nal. 
of!i cc and to Fort William. 

At 2.a.m~ Wednesday APril tho 26th. I had tho tug GIU\Y lou.ve 
Whitefish point and run back to within about ~ miles of p;; rislan island 
lightstation. A~ the time \70 loft Vlhitefish ''e could !leo the 
Coppormine point light about 17 miles distant. There was no sign of 
the Parisian i:~land light, so it waa decided that the kee1 .er had not 

been landed by the LAMBTON and thought was immediately given &s to the 
best means of providing a temporary keeper if necessary. 

We left the locality of Pari:::ian inland at 3 a.m. arr~v~nc off 
Aga\'ta bny by daylight. Wo searched around Montreal island, tho Lizards, 
Leach island and alone; the main shore to Garr;antua whore \'IO arrived 
shorUy after noon. The wind this day was from the north and blo111ing 
quite fresh. 

It was my intention to go direct to Caribou island from 
Gargantua, as I thought it quito po3Sib:ile that tho LAMDTOrT might have 
been wrecked on that island, but the north wind got so strong ~hat it 
would have been impossible to do anything had 1ve ruado Caribou, so it 
was decided to go to Michipicoton n a.rbour, so:1rchinr; the shore en route, 
and to obtain there n keeper for the Hichipicoton Harbour light and 
o. keopor and assuto.nt for Caribou island lir;htstation. For tlle latter 
station we had in view ono Jqhn Kennedy whom Mr.W.C.TrCJ.Jlor, Senior 
Inspector of Fog Alarms, and I intorviewod la.st nummor re tho kocpership 
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o! Caribou island, or one George Un.r sha.ll whom Mr. Jo hn s ton had 
as assistc.nt at Caribou island lightstation for a se a:> ·1n, and 
whom Mr. Johnston considered qui tc capable of t'ak inr; tem por a ry 
charge o! this station. It was thought better to place a man wh o 
had had some experience at the station in charge if possible. 

We arrived at Uichipicotcn River at 4 p. r:~ . on the 26th. 
ur. Marshall was at home and promptly decided to co to caribou 
island to take temporary charge of the station there. In a short 
time a good assistant was secured for Mr. Marshall and a temporary 
keeper was eecurod also for the Michiplcoten Harbour light being 
placed in charge that night about eight o'clock. llr. Johnston and 
I were back on the tug with the so ruon inside of two hours. 
We then moved over to Uichipicoten Harbour, where there is a store, 
to arrange for supplies for tho temporary keeper at caribou island. 
It had been decided to place tho two men we took ab oard at the Soo 
at Parisian island lightstation if necessary. 

We le!t Michipicoten Harbour at 1.15 a.m. Thurs c.lay, April 27th. 
and arrived at Caribou island about 6 a.m. Just as we arrived I 
received a wireless message saying " that the steame r FRANZ downbound 
on the 2Gth. reported that on her up trip on Thursd~y t h o 20 th. 
Caribou light was burning and tha t thoro was a fire on tho island," 

Ur. Johnston was placed at Caribou isl and \';i th t ompor ;:try 
keope.r llarshall and assistant at 7 .a.m. Five men t l1 en \'Jon t t o se ~1rch 

the big Caribou island, t1vo men and one man in a r o\'1 boat sta:Ute d 
up one side of the island, 1vhilc one of the crew a nd myself took the 
other side. There was absolutely no s i gn of anyone hav ing boen on 
big Caribou or at the light this season, and there '1as no wreckage. 

It was about 12.30 p.m. \J hon the Jtarty I was ,.,i th t;o t back 
to the tug. In the woantlme l.! r. Johns ton wa a r;etti llr; tho f o g alarm 
plant at caribou into opera ti on. I!0 \1':1. :; no t qu i t o l l lr ou~:h :; o I doci tled 
to wait here until the pl ant was conzv c to c! up ;tn d :1r. l.!ar shai. l o!f t o 
as good a start as IJOS~ible t o t~ive ll:i.r,J in r:uclt a :: hort tlJ:Jo. i 

0! cour .:; e his previous experienc e: ut Caribou \7ill :>c o f c r ca t assis t ance.' 
Hero I must admit that I had given u p hope for t he LAl.lB TO N and 
needed Ur. Johnston to to to Parisi :.tn island ru1d ; nst :U. l the two men 
there. 

About l.p.m. while wo ~1cro at Ca ri bou, th " Am cric :1.n pa tl·ol 
boat COOK, (Capt. Trudell) car.le up. Th i :; boat ha :; a ;; pcoJ o r OVO J" 

20 miles per hour. Her captain told me th a t ho h , ,_t be e n JUltro lli n~; 

tho south shore for signs of tho L.AJ.!BTON or wrock a ~o. lie offered 
to do anythinc I would su~;gest he mi ght do to as~ i. st in t ho search. 

I 

.:·· · · 
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I succostod to him that he should continu e to cov n r t h o ::: outh :::hore -
and keop in touch with tho J\morlcan wirolo s s n tat i on a t \'llt itefish 
point for any men:~ace of wrockat; o b olnr, ro portod \'Jhon wit h a boat 
with the speed of the COOK he could be quickly on tho spot. It w a~ 
decided that on leaving us the COOK should take n. course do >vn the 
middle of the lake to Whitefish. '!he spirit o! co-operation ond the 
good will ot the COOK was very much appreciated and very ~rate!ully 
received. 

We left Caribou island at 4. 40 p.m. Thursday the 27th. and 
took a. course tmvards the east end of Michipicotcn island !or o.bout l 

15 miles, then turned and ran to Quebec Harbour, arriving there after 
dark. The GRAY was the first boat into Quebec Harbour this your and 
the people had not seen or hoard anything o! th c L.rJ.IBTON. 

) 



We left Quebec Harbour shortly after dayli~;ht Friday, April 28th. 
and circled Michipicoten island. Atmospheric conditi ons ~ore cood so 
we also had a .fairly r;ood vio 1·r of the n orth shore beh i nd Uichipicoten 
island. t7e called at the east end light and foun d th;:.. t tho keeper had 
not sbon or heard anything of the LABBTON. 

We left Michipicoten island, steering crell into lHchllpicoten bay, 
and st~ck the north shore ag a in at Capo Choyye. We called a~;ain at 
Gargan tua because I had arranged with the lightkec_:lcr to watch the shore 
closely and crantod to J:no·1.r if he h~cl found or seen anything. He had been 
along to Indian Harbour but without result. 

We continued n.long on the 28th. searchinr; cl osely tho main 
coant line and the islands do11n to Batcha1vn.nn. bay v1here 1·:e arrived just 
at dark. 

At 4 a.m. So.turday, .the 29th. April, vre left Batchawu.na b!EY 
arriving at Parisian island shortly after da.ylir;ht. Mr. Johnst on 1vas 
left here with temporary keepers Hoskins and Uci<inno n , t~10 most 
favour~ble to ~e placed in charge after a trial. I instructed Hr .Johnston 
to d;ay here until these men ~rere fully instructed and cap able of being 
left in charge. This work will probably take him a 1·reek. I instructed 
him then to return to caribou island and stay there until he is satisfied 
that everything will be ill right there until final kecpcrship arrange
ments are made. I arranged crith the manager of the Booth Fisheries 
Co.nadio.n Company, Sault ste. Marie 1 to have one of their tugs which is 
expected to go up to Quebec Harbour about M<ly 4th. call at p arisian 
island for Mr. Johnston so that Mr. Johnston vlill h av e little trouble 
cetting 'back to Caribou island with safety. 

After placing the temporary keepers at Pari :1ian island on 
Saturday, April 29th. I returned to Sault Ste. Hario \7i~c h the tug. 
The ice was still heavy fror:i Parisian islanu down t o Point aux Pins. 
We arrived at 3 .p.m. makinc tho o.ctun.l t ime the tug L'J:ls u ::;cd five do.ys. 

I remained in Sault Ste. llarie until 12.30 r-. m. Sundn.y, the 30th. 
I called on all the next of kin of those lost with '~he LAtlBTON resident 
in Sault Ste • .Marie to express on boho.lf of the doru rtr:Jont :md myself 
sympathy and to r;ivo what comfort I could by relat in ~; t ho c o.roful 
search that had boen made for the LAI!llTON by the ac l; ion of the 
department, and the result 1.1hich lc!t no hope. 

I must say that conditions at t h o ho~o of vrs. Penf o l d , ~ i do~ of 
the eo.ribou island lit;htkeeper1 and at the hocJC o! u rs. D01l[; l:.J.s, i7idow o! 
the Parisian island lightkeepor, v;ere most pathetic, each ~; om an hein~ 
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left with three small children. The homes of the t :othcrs of JO the r--
youns seamen lost were also very sad. 

I arranged Lvith the kee :lcrs a t Quebec Harbour, Hiclt i licoten 
island cast end, Hichipicoten Harbour o.nd Gargantuo. to patrol t !1o shores 
!or :liens of wreckage. 'the keeper at CQJ?perruine point was away but a 
letter will be sent to him instructing him to keep watch. Tho teoporary 
keepers at Parisian island and Caribou island aro :llso to l:oep watch. 

Qolnr, up on April 21·th. tho tur, GRACII~ of POrt Arthur \vas sighted. 
I ruo.do onc1uirlo~ and !ounu th :\t sho !ollowoll tho nor th shoro down tn.king 
about a woek ond u.rrivin& u.t tho Soo on -tlto 25UI. Avril. Sbo s ;.m no uign 
of' the :&AMBTON. 

.. ~ .. ·· .: 



On the 28th.April, when \vo wcro of! O::u: r;antua, at about 11 a.m. 
I received the following wireless messages, 

l. " Steamer GRANT MORDEN reports passing largo piece of wreckage 
14 milos north by west from Crisp point painted ~ih i te, 
Signed, Radio Station." 

2. "Steamer COLLINGtvOOD reports to d ay passing \vro ckar; o of cabin 
. twenty one and a half miles from \7hi tof ish point on course to 
Passa~e, Crisp point bearing south fourteen east stop. 
Signalled coast euard cruiser and think she is now picking up 
snmo, signed Ross. n 

3. "No:fJhing further to report except subchasor COOK advised had 
picked up some wreckage and was bringing same to Soo ,Michigan." · 

on receipt of the above I decided that tho steamers GRANT !JORDEN and 
COLLINGWOOD had seen the same wreckage and that tho COOK \7 a s pickin~ it up. 
When I got to Sault Ste. uarie I found that the COOK could not ~;et through 
the ice below Parisian island and had returned to Vlhi tefish poinl sending 

· in a description of the wreckage as per paragraph 20 of this r eport. 

At about 3 p.m. 20th. when o!f A~o.wa b:1y this rness <LCO l':a.s rccoivod, 

n Steamer ·GLENBRAE \'lires passed considerable 17ro ckaco 15 ~:Jil e s 
north Caribou throe thirty Wedno sday a.f tornoon, wind northca:>t strong~ 
message signed Ross. 

It seemed strange that this wreckage,if off the LJJ.!BTON, should be 
sighted so far from that sighted at Crisp point Friday. T:1is oay h ave been 
the wreckage sighted as per paragraph G of this report. The northeast wind 
of Wednesday 2Gth. died out in the evening and there was v e ry li ttlo wind 
T:qursdayl F~ida;r or Saturday, what little there was prevai Led from the west 
varying. 

In Sault Ste. Marie generally -~he poopl:o lilOro woll sat i sf i ed th:.:Lt the . 
department had done well and made D.ll reason able search f or the LN.IJ3TON. 

: ..... ,. · ... ·. 
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:Ur. Wm. Sims, fa.thor of one of tho young sailors l ost, ma de some 
contention that a small motor(·boat.Hind row boat should se ~.:.1·ch the shores 
at tho departoent' s expense. I pointed out to him that I !tad lined tho 
lichtlceepers up for this purpose. Further my conl.ontion t< • him tlt r.t a 
motor boat search such a.s he proposed would have very 1 it :. Lo c il cUl co o! 
success and might be continued indefinitely I"J.ithout any r• · :;ult but 
disappointment was considored ri~ht by men well acqua.into. ~ wit l1 l ak e 
Superior, and Vlho know that very seldom are bodi os found, ;md if so, 
usually months after the catastrophe. llowovor tho matter Jil:lY be further 
considered if pressed. 

- · 
I secured copies of a Soo papor frot:~ Monday tho 211, -th. to E'riday 

the 28th1 clippings attached, also clippings from Toran to Hail & Em pire 
of April 2()th. showing boats cloarinc from Fort William and Soo on the 
19th. the day of tho storm, also from the Mail & Empire of tho 19th. Giving 
the weather probabilities for the 19th. Clip pinGs aro also at t ached 
from the Mail & Empire of the 20th. reportinr; the steamer YORKTON 
aground at Whitefish point on the 19th., and report from tho Mail & Ecpire 
of tho 2Sth. advising in part of case o! tomatoes floatinG aboard steamer 
CICOA near Caribou island. 

No sign of the LAHBTON or wrcckar;c v1aa sighted from the tug GRAY. 

our average distance from the shore v;ould be about half a n1ilo, \"le had 

---- - - ------- -''·-------~--
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good marine glasses. 

It is believed that the LAl.!BTON wo..s lost with all on board 
at about 6 p.m. on Wednesday, APril 19th. in the vicinity of caribou 
islo..nd during an exceptionally strong gule accompanied by snow !rom the 
northeo..st. 

· Tho t.AMBTON may have chanr;od her course af tcr beinr; l a ::~t sighted 
at 2.p.m. on April 19th. for Oargantua. It would seem reasonable to 
expect that her capto..in when tho severe go..lo struck would seek the 
shelter of the north shore, particularly as there seems abundance of 
evidence that the gale came from the northeast. If he chan gcd his course 
this way he was probably wrecked on one of tho shoals off cape Gargantua, 
or foundered before he got there. The height of the storm hit the 
vicinity of Caribou island about 6 p.m. 

Figuring the time the LAMDTON would make from where last seen, 
40 miles above Whitetish point at 2.p.m. to the time the :Jtarm struck 
she would probably be on a line between Caribou island and Oargantuo... 
We have defini to adviiSo that she was hoadine; for Caribou island at 2. p.m., 
but it does not secru possible that tho t.AI.!DTON intended to co to Caribou 
island under such threatening weather conditions, s he might have intended 
to go to Quebec Harbour. 

But whether she was going to Oarcantua, Qu ehoc Harbour or Caribou 
island, fir;uring up her time on each course after F 2 p.m. unt i l the 
ston:i struck and where the first wreckage was si:;h tcd, 25 miles south of 
Uichipicoton island east end and 15 miles east of C:J.ribou at 6.30 a.m. 
on April 20th. there would seem proof that she was los-t somewhere :J.bout in -

I 

a line between caribou island and Gargantua, possibly nearer Caribou. 

l have tried to give a gene,ra.l account of the whole circumstances. 
I may have overlooked certain po i nt.::;. I have persono..l deductions 17hich I 
will submit if desired. 

Special reportn re tho keepcr:::hip and r.;cn c1·al conditionx of the 
stations effected will be submitted on tho respec t ive files. 

Hospoctfully :: ubmittod, 
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