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Report of J.N.Arthurs, Superintendent of Lights, on the last
known movements of the CeGeS. LAMBTON, and of the search for her.

The LAMBTON left Szult. Ste. Marie at about 10.30 in the
morning of Tuesday, April 18th.1§n company with the steamers
GLENFINNAN and GLENLIVET, known as the Playfair boats, of Midland.
The LAMBTON was proceeding to place the keeper and assistant of the
combined light and fog alarm at Parisian island, 20 miles zbove the
So0., the keeper with his assistant at Caribou island, 90 miles above
the Soo., or 56 miles above Whitefish point, and the kecper at
Michipicoten Harbour, approximately 120 miles from the Soo.

On April 18th. according to reports, heavy gales were sweeping
the upper lakes from the northweat, with snow in some localities.
The C.G,S. GRENVILLE was held in Parry Sound on this date by heavy
weather. This heavy weather, according to press reports, packed the
ice back into Whiteflsh bay and locality which had been Pa~"1" clear
of ice. )

On April 19th. a very severe wind storm, accompanied by snow,
suddenly broke locally about 8.3Q p.m. from the northwest. Knowing
that the LAMBTON had left the Soo on the 18th. some concern was felt
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as to her whereabouts., On the 2lst. the Agent wired Mr.J.W.LeBreton Ross,

Superintending Engineer, Sault Sgo. Mario Canal, Sault Ste.larie,
asking him to enquire and report any word of the LAMBTON. Ilo also
asked the wireless oporator at the Sco for news of the LAMBTCN, who
replied on the 22nd. as follows, -

® QLENFINNAN reports sighted LAMBTON 2 pem. 19th, 40 miles
out from Whitefish point heading for Caribou,stop. Trying obtain
information from downbound boats, will advise later",

This message was acknowiedged at once with the requcst that the
enquiries be continued.

On the 22nd, a wireless report was received as follows, =

" QLENFINNAN advised Caribou island light not burning, have
notified canal and broadcasting same. " (Signed, Operator.)

A further report advised that the QGLENFINNAN passed Caribou island on
the night of the 21lst. westbound.

On April 22nd, the Agent asked Ly wire one Allan McKechnie
of Michipicoten Harbour to make enquiries from Gargantua to Quebec

”

g g



'Harbour for the LAMBTON and to report.

i TofeEt nind
On the same date Mr. J.W .LeBreton Ross, Soo Canal advised "No word
of LAMBTON",

At 2.pem. Sunday, April 23rd. the following Radio report
was received from Sault Ste. Marie.

" To the Agent, Marine, Parry Sound,"

" Radio Soo reports, - " Steamer VALCARTIER reports as follows,-~
® Has not seen LAMBTON,stop. Six—thirty a.me April 20th. about 25
miles south east end Michipicoten island and 15 miles east Caribou
saw what looked like top of small pilot house painted white, trimmed
with bright red, also piece of grained woodwork six feet by two, and
another piece of white woodwork ten feet by four feet,stop. Davieaux

1it but not Caribou. "

I had been away placing temporary keepers at Griffith island,
Richards Landing and Bhoal island lightstations, and attending to other
matters, returning at 2.a.m, Sunday, the 23rd. and the first I learned
of the concexn for the safety of the LAMBTON was about 3.pe.m. Sunday
when My G.WeJohnaston, Inspector of Fog Alarms, hearing that I was home ,
brought a copy of the above telegram to me.. In the meantime, Mr .Airey,
not knowing that I was home, and the Agent out for the time being, sent
a copy of the above telegram to the Deputy Minister for the Agent,and
asked for instructions re search. The telegram in question was sent at
2415 pem,

. Almost immediately I tried to get Mr.Macphail, Commissioner of

lights, or Mr. Hawken, Assistant Deputy Minister, by telephone and

tried continuously but without success. About 6 pem. I could stand the

suspense no longer and telephoned Mr. Thomas Ross, who does the work

in connection with the buoy service at Sault Ste. Marie, ond whom I ‘

knew to be reliable and well acquainted with shipping, 1o make the best

arrangements possible for a suitable tug to go and search for the LANMBTON

at once. I asked Mr. Ross to have all particulars in this regard ready 4

for me in an hour when I would telcphono him again, thinking that in

the meantime I would get Mr.Macphail or Mr.,Hawken by phone. I tried for |

over the hour and then telephoned Mr. Ross who advised me that the only

suitable tug available for the work required was the QG.R.GRAY,owned by

the Lake Superior Paper Company. Mr.Ross told me that the tug GRAY

was not quite fitted out and would not be ready until MOnday moxning.

I told hinm to hold the tug, if she could not leave before morning, until

noon when Mr. Johnston would arrive to go with the ‘tug. Questioned as

40 the cost of the tug M¥., Ross said that he could not find the proper

authority to ascertain this, Later I tried to telephonc the owners of the

tug but was advised that they were out of town, |
1
|

I advised Mr, Johnston to leave at once Lo join the tug and
his ingtructions were as per my memorandum to him of the 23rd, imstz ult.,
copy of which was forwarded to the department by the Agent.

\

{
At about 10.p.me. the Agent, through the Deputy Minister, got in l
touch with Mr.Macphail by telephone, and it was decided that I should go {
to Sault 8te. Marie for the purpose of making the best possible arrange- |
ments for the tug, Mr. Johnston to go on the tug, and if necessary to j
remain at Caribou island to put that stotion into operation.

Mr. Johnston and I arrived at Sault Ste. Marie at one p.m. on
Monday the 24th. The tug was not ready until 3.15 pem. As it was

4
i




nécessary for Mr, Johnston to have an assistant if he remained at
Caribou island we went immediately +to the G.W.VeA. %o look for men.
There were several applicants and we took the two we thought best qualified ——
namely,~ JeSeHoskin and JeDeMcKinnon. I took two men because I must admit
I had very grave fears for the LAUBTON, and provided for the temporary
keepership of Caribou island lightstation, it being my intention to leave
Mr, Johnston with the two men until they were fully acquainted with their
duties, and to place the best qualified in charge. It was necessary to
provide f£oo0d and supplies for these men.

. We left Sault Ste. Marie at 6.50 p.m, Monday the 24th. on the
tug GRAY, We met three boats in the Canadian lock, only one of them which
we took to be the GLENLIVET, mentioned in the lst. paragraph of this report,
had seen the LAMBTON. Her captain reported that at 2 pem. on Wednesday,
April 19th., 35 miles north of fhitefish point he had sighted her making
good progress. He said nothing about her steering gear being out of orxrder
as reported below.

P —

Below is a summary of all the reports I heard of the LAMBTON,after
careful enquiry, up to the time I left the Soo on the tug GRAY on the r—
evening of the 24th. '

1. She left Sault Ste. Marie at 10.30 a.n. fTuesday,April 18+ih. ‘
in company with two Playfair boats,- the GLENFINNAN and GLENLIVET.
Reported heavy gales sweeping upper lakes on this datc.

2. Heavy ice was encountered by the three boats until well past
Parisian island, ;

3. Heavy storm on April 19th. caused some anxiety. Persistent '
Beneral enquiry for word of LAMBTON 20th., and 2lst., April with no result
until evening of 21lst. g,
4, Evening Apfil 21lst. Radio wessase received , — " Sicamer v

GLENFINNAN reports sighted LAMBTON, 2 p.m. 19th., 40 miles out from
Mhitefish point heading for Caribou,stop. Trying obtain information from
downbound boats, will advise later, signed Radio Oper:.tor, Soo., "

5.(a.m) April 22nd. Radio from Soo as follows, ~
® QLFNFINNAN advised Caribou igland light not burning,stop.
Have notified camal and broadcasting same, signed Radlo." A second
mossage advised that the GLENIFIIMNAN passed Caribou nijht of 2lst. wesibounds ‘

(Please note the GLENFINNAN was wentioned with tho GLENLIVET in
the first paragraph of this report.)

6. Sunday,April 23rd, 2.pe.m. M°ssage from P.dio,Soo, as follows,— |

" Steamer VALCARTIERreports as follows, — " Ilas not secn
LAMBTON, stop. Six—thirty a.m. April 20th. about 25 miles south cast end
Michipicoten island and 15 miles east Curibou saw what looked 1like top
of small pilot house painted white, trimmed with bright red, also pieco (
of grained woodwork six feet by two, and another piesc of white woodwork
ten feet by four feet, stop. Davieaux 1lit but not Caribou."

(This wreckage described as above, with little doubt identified it as
belong to the LAMBTON and a copy of the message was sent to the Départment
with a request for instructions re search).

7. l.a.me 24th, Message received from Captain S.GeScagel, Sub—



tAgent, Fort William, dated 23rd. as follows, -

" Steamer GLENLIVET reports sceing LAMBTON about 40 miles A
above Whitefish point on the 19th. with stqering gear disabled and SE e
steering with cables,stop. Steamer UBSTHOUNT rooorts no light
Caribou 21st, Port Arthur wirelecss station endeavouring to reach
vessels for news of LAMBTON and Caribou light.(Szd) SeGeScagel. "

(Please notedifferent refercnces to steamers GLENFINNAN and QGLENLIVET
in this report as above and as hercaftecr.)

8. Monday 24th. J.W.LeBreton Ross, Sault Jte. Marie, advised
Coribou light not burning, LAMBTON last scen by steauer OSLER on B

18th., 40 miles off Uhitefish.
(Pleasc note this nessage stales OSLER sighted LANBTON 18th.

According to other reports it would appear that 19th. was
meant, Mr.Ross told me at the Soo that the captain of the
OSLER stated that the height of the gale hit him two hourse
atter sighting LAMBTON.)

9. Monday 24th, Report received that the LAMBTON was not
at Michipicoten Harbour,

10. Monday 24th. Stcamer SARNIAN reported Davieaux island
light burning night of 22nd. and no light at Curibou. MCssage signed
by S.G.Scagel, rort william.

(‘The Davieaux island light was put into opcration on the
18th., the Michipicoten island, east end light, on April 20th.
and the Gargantua light on April 20th,)

11, Monday. I was advised at the Canal 0ffice, Soo, that the
steamer WESTMOUNT upbound reported seeing the LAMBTON about 40 miles ;
above Whitefish point, and that the storm set in almosi imuediately, '
with snow shutting out the vision, and that she did not see the LAMBTON
again.

12, I will rcfer now to the renort madc by the stcamer
MIDLAND PRINCE, as per clipping attached from the Sault Daily Star of
Monday, April 24th., claiming that the stoamer MIDIAND PRINCE went up
the lake on Tuesday the 18th, and on Wednesday about noon, when Lhe
storm came up, lost brack of the LAMBTON while fighting its own battle
against the wind, adding that the gale changed fro. southeust to b
northeast and turned into one of the worst storms !ho officers had ova
seen, when it abated the LAMBTON, thcy said, was vol in sicht. '

' Just here I want to put in a n accournt of advice Mr.Thos.
Ross told me he received verbally from Captain Taylor of the GLENFINNAN
at the Soo on her down trip on or about the 25th. as follows, =

That after leaving the Soo on the 181h. the LAMBTON,
GLENLIVET and QLENFINIAN struggled against the ice together, the
ice extending until well past Parisian island. That during the
struggle the GLENFINNAN got stalled and that the LAMBTON came to her
assistance and broke her out. During this manoeuvre there was a
slight collision between the LAMBTON and the QLENFINNAN, the LAMBTON
hitting the GLENFINITAN about the quarter but that no damage was done to Hid
either boat. Shortly after this the thrce boats cleared the ice and
proceeded up the lake together, this was on the 19th, That before
the LAMBTON left the ice she broke her stcering goar which it was stated '
was not the result of the collision. The LAMBTON, it was stated .
proceeded, stesring by one inch lines to the quadrant, not using tackle.
Further, the three boats proceeded together until 35 miles past
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Thitefish point, reaching this point about 2e¢pem. Ilere the Glen boats
which had been ordercd to stay together on account of one of them having
a bent steering post, turned back for Whitefish.point on account of
threatening weather. The LAMBTON, the statement was nade, went on and
the two Glen boats just got back under Vhitefish point ten minutes before
the storm broke. Mr. Rosgss said that the statement was made further

that at the time the two boats decided to turn back there was no sea,

no wind and the glass was fair, and that under these conditions the
captains of the two boats felt rather foolish turning back.

(Please note Paragraph No,12, MIDLAND PRINCE'S report that storm
cameé up aboui noon; GLENFINNAN'S roport, paragraph 5, and
GLENLIVET'S report paragraph 7., also please sec attachod
clipping of report from Sault Daily Star, Tuesday,April 25th.,
which in part is rclative to this naragraph of my report, and
also please note clipping dated Sault Ste. Murie, April 19th.

re steamer YORKTON reported ashore 19th. April at Whitefish pointi. )

14, Here I will give the weather data I reccived while on lake
Superior aboard the tug G.R.GRAY,

At noon, Thursday the 2Pth. the American patrol boat COOK
met the tug QRAY at Caribou island and her commander,Capt. Trudell,
read to me from his log as follows, =

" Mednesday,April 19th. Storm struck Grand Marais, Mich.,
at l.pem. increasing with snow to gale force by 2.p.m., reaching a
velociiy of 60 miles per hour at Whitefish point by 6 p.m. moderating

about 10 pem. "
On the morning of Wednesday April 19th. he stated it was

fai¥ly calm but threatening with rain and a southerly wind, and that
the storm came from the north varying northeast.

Thursday, 20th., a.m. fresh from the north moderating to
little wind at night.

Friday, 2lst, light northwest wind a.m,, light southerly, p.ne

Saturday, 22nd., and Sunday, 23rd., about the samo as
Friday, pemes :

15, Charles Carlson, a fisherman at Copperiine point, advised
that on Wodnesday the 19th.April it blow hard from Lho northeast with
snow in that locality from 10.30 a.m., the storwm increasing all day;
that during the afternoon he had to lay in Batchawana bay with his
small boat; that from April lst. there had becn no ice on the north
shore nor so far as could be seen, above the Sandy islands.

16. Charles Miron, lightkeeper, Gargantua, read from his diary
as follows, — He€é left Agawa bay 20 miles east of Gargantua at 10 a,m,
on Wednesday, April 19th. in his 16ft. boat with an overboard motor
engine., H® stated that it was snowing and blewing hard then from the
northeast, the wind increasing to gale force during the afternoon,
IIe arrived at his station about 6.pew,.

¥

20th, Fresh wind from the north,weathcr clear, p.m, Northwest,

2lst. a.m, west., pe.m. gouth, light winds.
22nd. a.m, southwest, pem. west, light.
23rd, a.m, southwest and pe.m., light.
24th, South and Southwest.

He said there was no ipe in sight off the north shore.
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17. Mr. Oates, Michipicoten Harbour stated that on Wednesday,

April,19th. 4t blew hard all day from the _northuest and snowed a foot, 3;
the wind moderating during the evening. H€ said there had been no ice L
in sight for over ten days. - £

18. Mr. Johnston, Fog Alarm Inspector, was it Thunder cape on
the 19th. April, and advised that it blew from thennortheast.

A9 Please note report from steamer FRANZ as per clipping from
the Sault Star of tThursday, April 27th. attached, to effect that she
had noticed disabled steering gear of LAMBTON while a number of vessels
were together in the ice below Whitefish point,.

20, The wreckage reported sighted by the GRANT MORDEN, as per
clipping from the Sault Star of April 28th. attached, is believed to
be the wrockage picked up by the American patrol bout COO0OK. I received
a wireless on the GRAY that the GRANT MORDEN had siphted wreckace off
Crisp point, and another almost at the same time that the COOK was going
to get the wreckage and take it to the Soo, Michigpan. ©She got the f*
wreckage but could not get through the ice below Parisian island, so e
returned with the wreckage to Whitefish point, and sent the following
description, which without doubt describes part of the construction of
the LAMBTON, :

Description, ~ " Large piece cabin, white wood, with brass
bracket lamp, trade mark, H.L.Piper Cp., Montreal, nickel plated
match box underneath lamp, "trade mark figure 4, scytlre inscribed
over it". Window frame single glass colour brown, colour cove,
red by shutter, brown coloured doer, upper half glass, brass lock
knod inside, ring outside, painted dark brown.

21, It might be noted as per clipping from the Sault Ste.Mirie
News of Friday,April 28th., the statément is made that it was knowm that
the LAMBTON was last seen by the steamer GQLENLIVET near Caribou island on ».
Wedne sday afternoon,

As to ice flows, so far as I could lecrn there was no ice
above WHitefish at the farthest, and I believe that the ice did not _
extend far past Parisian island. The high westerly sinds of April 17th.
and 18th. had blown the ice down the lake into Whitefish bay, which a
day or two previously was fatily clear of ice. I »cad a report of this
condition in a Toronto paper dated, I belicve, the 18th. Ap ril, I
cannot socure a copy of tho paper locally. I never heard the suggestion
made by the Sault News ro tho LAMBTON getiing caugh!t in the ico flees
made by any of the number of Marine Men Italked to in Siull Ste.Mario

and elsewheres,

22, From careful enquiries I believe that the ice conditions pomeer
when the LAMBTON whnt up on April 18th. were about the same as when the i
GRAY went up on April 24th., and I am enclosing herewith a sketch 1
showing the ice area, as I saw it, to k& the best <f my knowledge.



SEARCH WITH TUG G.R.GRAY.

‘-\."'r
We left Sault Ste. Marie at 6.50 pen,. Monday, April 24th.

There was heavy floating ice from the time we left the lock until

we reached Point au Pins, Just above this point at about 9.p.m. we

encountered a large field of ice that had evidently never been broken,

and through which the tug could not break, so we were forced to drop

back to anchorage and to wait for some bighk boat to pass which we

could tollow ttrough “he ice.

About 10 aem. on April 25th. o frcighter passed up and we
followed her.From Point aux Ping tuo Pirisian island the ice was very
heavy, at times bringing the freighter to a stop, and the tug captain
had to watch his distance from the frecighter closely lest tho ice
pack in between the two boats and stall him,

We passed Parisian island at around 6 peme It was hazy to the
extent that we could barely see the island, and that the fog horn
could be expected but the horn was not sounding. It was then realized
that probably Mr.John Douglas, keeper of the Parisian island station, e
with his assistant was on the LAMBTON,

The ice in the immediate vicinity of Parisian island was not
80 heavy as further down but still too heavy for the GRAY 1o attempt
a landing, so I instructed the Captain to run to Whitefish point where
we arrived at 830 penm.

At Whitefish point I got in touch with the wircless operators
secing them personally. They told me that Parisian island light had
not been seen so far this year, nor had they seen any sign of the et
LAMBTON. They said that ice conditions for the past week in that
locality had been about the same as they were then. &

On the evening of April 25%th. I instructed the wircless -
station at Sault Ste. Marie to brwoadcast advising shipping not to expect .
Parisian island light or horn. I sont the same advice to the Soo canal
office and to Fort William.

At 2.a.m, Wednesday April tho 26th., I had the tug GRAY leave
Whitefish point and run back to within about 5 milcs of Périsian island
lightstation., A4 the time we left Whitefish we could sec the
Coppermine point light about 17 miles distant. There was no sign of
the Parisian island light, so it was decided that the keejer had not

been landed by the LAMBTON and thought was immediately given &s to the
best means of providing a temporary keeper if nccessary.

We left the locality of Parisian island at 3 a.m. arriving off
Agawa bay by daylight. We searched around Montreal island, the Lizards,
Leach island and along the main shore {o Gargantua where woe arrived
shortly after noon. The wind this day was from the north and blowing
quite fresh.

It was my intention to go direct to Caribou island from
Gargantua, as I thought it quite possib®e that the LAMBTON might have
been wrecked on that island, but the north wind got so strong that it g
would have been impossible to do anything had we made Caribou, so it
was decided to go to Michipicoten Ilarbour, searching the shore en route,
and to obtain there a keeper for the Michipicoten Harbour light and
a keoper and assimtant for Caribou island lightstation. For the latter
station we had in view one John Kennedy whowm Mr.W.CeTrcanor, Senior
Inspoctor of Fog Alarms, and I intorviewed last summer re the kecpership



of Caribou island, or one George Marshall whom Mr, Johnston had
as assistant at Caribou island lightstation for a season, and
whom My, Johnston considered quite capable of taking temporary
charge of thig station. It was thought better to place a man who
had had some experience at the station in charge if possible.

We arrived at Michipicoten River at 4 p.m. on the 26th.
Mr. Marshall was at home and promptly decided to go to C2ribou
island to take temporary charge of the station there. In a short
time a good assistant was secured for MY¥. M2rshall and a temporary
keeper was secured also for the Michiphcoten Harbour light being
placed in charge that night about eight o'clock. Mr. Johnston and
I were back on the tug with these men inside of two hours.
We then moved over to Michipicoten Harbour, where there is a store,
to arrange for supplies for the temporary keeper at Caribou island.
It had been deéided to place the two men we took aboard at the Soo
at Parisian island lightstation if necessary.

We left Michipicoten Harbour at 1.15 a.m. Thursday, April 27th.
and arrived at Caribou island about 6 a.m. Just as we arrived I
received a wireless message saying " that the steamer FRANZ downbound
on the 26th. reported that on her up trip on Thursday the 20th.
Caribou light was burning and that there was a fire on the island,"

Mr. Johnston was placed at Caribou island with temporary
keeper Marshall and assistant at 7.aem. Five men then went to seuarch
the big Caribou island, two men and one man in a row boat started
up one side of the island, while one of the crew and myself took the
other side. There was absolutely no sign of anyone having been on
big Caribou or at the light this season, and there was no wreckage.

It was about 12.30 pe.m. when the Party I was with got back
to the tug. In the meantime Mr, Johnston was getting the fog alarm
plant at Caribou into operation. I® was not quite through so I decided
t0 wait here until the plant was conncctiod up and 'r, Marshall off to
as good a start as possible 1o [five lLiim in such a chort tiue.

~e {’
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0f course his previous experiencc at Caribou will be of grecat assistance.

Here I must admit that I had given up hope for the LASBTON and
needed Mr. Johnston to o to Parisian island and nstall the two men
there,

About l.pem. whilo wo were at Caribou, the Amcrican patrol
boat COOK, (Capt. Trudell) came up. This boat ha: a speed of over
20 miles per hour. Her captain told me that ho h:d beon putrolling
the south shore for signs of the LAMBTON or wrecknge. Ille offered
to do anything I would suggest he might do to assist in tho search.
I suggested to him that he should continue to cover tho south shore
and keop in touch with tho Mmerican wireless station at Whitefish
point for any message of wrockage being roported when with a boat
with the speed of the COOK he could be quickly on the spot. It was
decided that on leaving us the COOK should take a course down the
middle of the lake to Whitefish. The spirit of co—operation and the
good will of the COOK was very much appreciated and very gratefully
received.

We left Caribou island at 4.40 pem. Thursday the 27th, and
took a course towards the east end of Michipicoten island for about
15 miles, then turned and ran to Quebec Harbour, arriving there after
dark. The GRAY was the first boat into Quebec Harbour this year and
the people had not seen or hoard anything of the LAMBTON. '

.~



We left Quebec Harbour shortly after daylight Friday,April 28th.
and circled Michipicoten island. Atmospheric conditions were good so
we also had a fairly good view of the north shore behind Michipicoten
island. We called at ithe east end light and found that the keeper had
not sten or heard anything of the LAMBTON,

We left Michipicoten island, steering well into Michiapicoten bay,
and struck the north shore agzin at Cape Choyye. We called again at
Gargantua because I had arranged with the lightkecper to watch the shore
closely and wanted to know if he had found or seen anything. He had been
along to Indian Harbour but without result,

We continued along on the 28th. searching closely the main
coast line and the islands down to Batchawana bay where we arrived just

at dark.

At 4 a.m. Saturday, .the 29th. April, we left Batchawana bgy
arriving at Parisian island shortly after daylight. Mr. Johnston was
left here with temporary keepers Hoskins and McKinnon, the most
favourable to be placed in charge after a trial. I instructed Mr.Johnston
to s#ay here until these men were fully instructed and capable of being
left in charge. This work will probably take him a week. I instructed
him then to return to C2ribou island and stay there until he is satisfied
that everything will be all right there until final keepership arrange-—
ments are made. I arranged with the manager of the Booth Fisheries
Canadian Company, Sault gbe. Marie, to have one of their tugs which is
expected to go up to Quebec Harbour about M%y 4th, call at Périsian
island for Mr. Johnston so that Mr. J%hnston will have little trouble
getting back to Caribou island with safety.

After placing the iemporary keepers at Parisian island on
Saturday, April 29th. I returned to Sault Ste. Maric with the tug.
The ice was still heavy frorm Parisian island down to Point aux Pins.
We arrived at 3.p.m. making the actual time the tug was used five dayse.

I remained in Sault Ste. Marie until 12.30 pem. Sunday, the 30%h,
I called on all the next of kin of those lost with the LAMBTON resident
in Sault Ste. Marie to express on behalf of the depurtwont and myself
sympathy and to give what comfort I could by relating the careful
search that had been made for the LAIBTON by the action of the
department, and the result which left no hope.

I must say that conditions at the home of !'Us. PCnfold, widow of
the €aribou island lightkeeper, and at the home of NMFs. Douglas, widow of
the Parisian island lightkeeper, were most pathetic, each woman being
left with three small children. The homes of the mothers of gz the
young seamen lost were also very sad.

I arranged with the kecpers at Quebec Harbour, Michisricoten
island east end, Michipicoten Harbour and Gargantua to patrol the shores
for signs of wreckage. The keeper at Coppermine point was away but a
letter will be sent to him instructing him to keep watch. The temporary
keepers at Parisian island and Caribou island are also to heep watch.

Going up on April 24th. the tug GRACIE of POrt Arthur was sighted.

I made enquiries and found that sho followoed the north shoro down taking
about a week and arriving at the Soo on the 25ih. April. Sho saw no sign

of the BAMBTON,

R
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' On the 28th.April, when we were off Gargantua, at about 11 a.m.

I received the following wireless messages, -

i 1 " Steamer GRANT MORDEN reports passing Xarge piece of wreckage

14 miles north by west from Crisp point painted vhite,

Signed, Radio Station.m
2. "3teamer COLLINGMOOD reports to day passing wreckage of cabin

twenty one and a half miles from Whitefish point on course to

Passage, Crisp point bearing south fourtcen east stop.
Signalled coast guard cruiser and think she is now picking up
same, signed Ross, "
e
3. "Nobhing further to report oxcept subchaser COOK advised had
picked up some wreckage and was bringing same to Soo,Michigan."
on receipt of the above I decided that the steamers GRANT MORDEN and
COLLINGWOOD had seen the same wreckage and that the COOK was picking it up.
When I got to Sault Ste. Marie I found that the COOK could not get through &
the ice below Parisian island and had returned to Whitefish poinf sending P
‘In a description of the wreckage as per paragraph 20 of this rcport. p——
At about 3 peme. 28th. when off Agawa bay this messuge was received, -

" Steamer QLENBRAE wires passed considerablo wreckage 15 miles
north Caribou three thirty Wednesday afterncon, wind northeast strong!
message signed Ross. '
It seemed strange that this wreckage,if off the LAMBTON, should be

sighted so far from that sighted at Crisp point Friday. This may have been
the wreckage sighted as per paragraph 6 of this report. The northeast wind
of Wednesday 26th., died out in the evening and there was very little wind w4
Thursday, Friday or Saturday, what little there was prevailed from the west
varying.

In Sault Ste. Marie generally the pcopte werc well satisfied that the .
department had done well and made all reasonable search for the LAMBTON,

Mr, Wm. Sims, fathor of one of the young sailors lost, made some
contention that a small motorvboatrand row boat should search the shores
at the department's expense. I pointed out to him that I had lined the
lightkeepers up for this purpose. Further my contontion t¢ him that a
motor boat search such as he proposed would have very litiie chanco of
success and might be continued indefinitely without any rcsult but
disappointment was considered right by men well acquaintel with lake
Superior, and who know that very seldom are bodies found, and if so,
usually months after the catastrophe. However the matter may be further
considered if pressed.

I secured copies of a Soo papor from Monday the 24th., to Friday
the 28th, clippings atfached, also clippings from Toronto Mail & Impire
of April 20th, showing boats clearing from Fort william and Soo on the
19th, the day of the storm, also from the Mail & Empire of tho 19th. giving
the weather probabilittes for the 19th. Clippings are also attached
from the Mail & Empire of the 20th. reporting the stcamer YORKTON
aground at Whitefish point on the 19th., and report from the Mail & FEnpire
of the 28th. advising in part of case of tomatoes floating aboard steamor

CICOA near Caribou island.

No sign of the LAMBTON or wrcckage was sighted frow the tug GRAY,
Qur average distance from the shore would be about half a mile, we had
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good marine glasses.

It is believed that the LAMBTON was lost with all on board
at about 6 pem. on Wednesday, April 19th. in the vicinity of Céribou
island during an exceptionally strong gale accompanied by snow from the
northeast.

The LAMBTON may have changed her course after being last sighted
at 2.pem. on April 19th. for Gargantua. It would seem reasonable to
expect that her captain when the severe gale struck would seek the
shelter of the north shore, particularly as there seems abundance of
evidence that the gale came from the northeast. If he changed his course
this way he was probably wrecked on one of the shoals off cape Gargantua,
or foundered before he got there. The height of the storm hit the
vicinity of Caribou island about 6 pem.

Figuring the time the LAMBTON would make from where last seen,
40 miles above Whitefish point at 2.pem. to the timc the storm struck
she would probably be on a line between Caribou island and Gargantua.
We have definite adviee that she was heading for Caribou island at 2.p.m.,
but it does not secm possible that the LAMBTON intended to go to Caribou
island under such threatening weather conditions, she might have intendod

t0 go to Quebec Harbour.

But whether shc was going to Qargantua, Quchec¢ Harbour or Caribou
island, figuring up her time on each course after ¥ 2 pem. until the
storm struck and where the first wreckage was sighted, 25 miles south of
Michipicoton island east end and 15 miles east of Ciribou at 6.30 a.m.
on April 20th. there would seem proof that she was lost somewhere cbout in
a line between (Caribou island and Gargantua, possibly nearer Caribou.

I have tried to give a general account of the whole circumstances.
I may have overlooked certain points. I have personal deductions which I
will submit if desired.

Special reporté re the keepership and gencral conditionz of the
stations effected will be submitted on the respeciive files.

Rospoctfully submitted,
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P peflntcﬁdent of Lights,
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